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Synopsis

The lives of notorious bad guys, perpetrators of mischief, visionary--if misunderstood--thinkers, and
other colorful antiheroes, jerks, and evil doers from history all get their due in the short essays
featured in these enlightening, informative books. Speaking Ill of the Dead: Jerks in Connecticut
History features fifteen short biographies of nefarious characters, from Benedict Arnold to P.T.

Barnum.
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Customer Reviews

"Ray Bendici’s genuine and unending fascination with the strange underbelly of Connecticut makes
him the perfect writer for this subject. He tells each jerk’s story in a way that will keep you reading
and learning even as you want to cover your eyes in horror."A & "Charles A. Monagan, editor of
Connecticut MagazineA and author of Connecticut Icons"Few writers are able to capture the
cynicism and honest humor often found in the most bizarre crimes and circumstances, while, at the
same time, spinning a great yarn, keeping the pages turning, and allowing the facts to drive the
story. Ray Bendici has mastered this . . . in a captivatingly fresh narrative that will help you easily
spot all the jerks in your life. A remarkably candid and especially sarcastic book, addictive and
fascinating."A & ”M. William Phelps, national bestselling authorA and star of Investigation

Discovery’s Dark Minds



A delightfully wicked look at the badly behaved characters who shaped the history of Connecticut
throughtheir deeds and misdeeds.A Speaking Ill of the Dead: Jerks in Connecticut History features
fifteen short profiles of notorious bad guys, perpetrators of mischief, visionary if misunderstood
thinkers, and other colorful antiheroes from the history of the Nutmeg State. It reveals the dark side
of some well-known and even revered characters from Connecticuta ™s pasta "both part-time Jerks

and others who were Jerks through and through.

Although this is a good first effort, this book could have used a good proof reader and even better
editor. For someone who makes their living as a writer, | was really troubled by the number of
sentences that run on and on and onnnnn. Punctuation was lacking and if | don’t think | have ever
seen more hyphens in any one book before! All of this was more than merely annoying, it made the
reading difficult and not smooth at all. Sentences and paragraphs had to be reread and then read

again!l would recommend it as an info book but nothing much more than that. Dawn Bliesener

| enjoyed reading about the jerks in Connecticut history, some of whom | knew about. | recommend

it for those people interested in more than the history the textbooks give!

This book is full of fun facts and information. | just love reading it! It's a great book to read a chapter

at a time if you read multiple books at one time.

A fun read about various cranks, crackpots, and villains you probably haven’t heard of, even if

you’re a lifelong resident of the Nutmeg State.

| started reading this book while sitting on the toilet after my husband (the history buff) left it in the
bathroom, and boy am glad | did! Who knew Connecticut has such an interesting cast of characters
in its history? Even if you're not a history geek, you will enjoy this book. This is not your average
local history snoozefest. The author’s clever writing style and dry sense of humor make this an

entertaining page-turner. Loving it!
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